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t’s hard not to get excited about baseball season. America’s favorite
pastime not only conjures up thoughts of home runs, hot dogs and
seventh-inning stretches, but for Wisconsinites, it’s also about
the summer sun. After months and months of hard winter, baseball
1s the warm light at the end of a very cold, long tunnel. But that’s
talking professionals. It’s a whole new ballgame for boys™ high

school baseball in Wisconsin.

Interscholastic Athletic
Association (WIAA) spring season starts at
the end of March. And even though March
20 is technically the first day of spring, in
Wisconsin, it doesn’t necessarily mean

The Wisconsin

green grass and warmer climates. It comes
as no surprise to locals that snow and chilly
rain are commonplace this tme of vear,
Sure, ice might make it a little easier to
slide into home, but lets be serious. Baseball
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certainly isn’t a cold-weather game. Wisconsin
springs create an increased opportunity for
injuries and aren’t always conducive for
players to perform at their peaks. Bu
schools aren’t in operation over the summer,
50 what's a warm-weather sport to do? To
find out, we must travel back in time to the
age of peace, love and hippies—the 60s. It
was then that the baseball powers-that-be
took one season and expanded it to two.
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Prior to 1965, the WIAA had one boys’
high school season in the spring. Some
schools felt justice could not be done for
this sport in the few allotted weeks, espe-
cially given the havoc wreaked by chilly
Wisconsin spring weather. As more com-
plaints rolled in, a questionnaire was rolled
out to participating schools to determine the
necessity of an additional summer season
Results showed considerable interest in
adding an extra season, and in 19635, 42
Wisconsin schools threw out the first pitch
under the summer sun. While it was a good
turnout, it was a far cry from the 94 that
professed an initial interest.

Two Seasons Equal Two State Champs

Fast forward to present dav and the two
current WIAA high school baseball sea-
sons: spring and summer. While a majority
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of schools have stuck it out and stayed with
the spring season, there is still a large
handful of schools that prefer a late May
start. Coaches see advantages of both.
“Here in Appleton, having a spring season
definitely gives our guys a chance to play
an additional 35 to 40 games in the summer
Legion program,” notes Gary Lemons, head
coach of Appleton West—a spring team.
“The summer WIAA season puts students
at an advantage bevond baseball,” argues Pete
Dooley, head coach of Oak Creek—a sum-
mer team. “The spring and summer seasons
barely overlap, meaning kids can participate
in track and field or golf during the spring
and still play baseball in the summer.”

Two seasons, with advantages to both,
and the school has its pick of either one—
everyone’s happy, right? Not exactly. When
the 2004 bovs’ high school baseball season

Does having two WIAA boys’
baseball seasons make sense?

came to a close, Appleton West and Oak
Creck claimed they were both State champs.
Mo tie. No discrepancies in the rules. They
each have right to the claim of best in State.
But how can two teams both be number
one? Shouldn't there just be one champ?
It’s a debate that has lasted more than a
decade and a half, And frankly, coaches are
tired of the talks. “1 have no problems with
the crowning of two State champions,” says
Coach Lemons. “We have had an owstanding
Legion program for decades here in Appleton,
and [ would hate to see it forced to fold just
because other communities in the State
can't establish or sustain a Legion pro-
gram.” Coach Dooley agrees, saying there
are quality teams in the summer program,
just as there are in the spring program; both
programs offer competitive baseball.

One Season for All

Despite the fact that the current Division |
State champs of both seasons are okay with
the double baseball seasons, conversations
still arise about returning to one season.
Orver the past 10 to 15 years, the Wisconsin
Baseball Coaches Association (WBCA) has
tried to address the issue by surveying
schools about choosing one season to which
to return. Howewver, the results are usually
split based on the program in which the
school currently partakes.

“Depending on your location in the State,
it can be hard to find quality teams to play if
only one season existed,” says Andre Gosch,
WBCA president as well as Wisconsin
Lutheran High School baseball coach.
“MWear us, Milwaukee 15 big on summer
teams, making it difficult to find quality
spring teams to play” Gosch further
explains that one season could improve the
overall quality of the league, but that isn’t a
likely occurrence in the near future.

A Third Season to the Rescue?

Years ago, the WIAA introduced the idea
of adding a third season to cancel out the
spring and summer seasons, Cften referred
to as “sprummer.” this new season would
start late spring and end midsummer.
Problem solved, right? Again, not exactly.

“The sprummer season has not caught
on as some had hoped” notes Jeff Sitz, pres-
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ident-elect of Wisconsin Athletic Directors
Association and director of athletics for
Wisconsin Lutheran High School. “The real
glitch is that the WBCA has not been able
to come to consensus on this matter. Until
such time as they make a definitive recom-
mendation to the Sports Advisory Council,
the matter will be left alone™”

Sitz explains that consensus has not been
achieved because a number of schools aren’
completely on board. Attitudes toward a
middle season run the map. In the city of
Milwaukee, there is some concern regarding
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